Sunday Worship Service – November 22, 2020
Christ the King Sunday
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 10
Prelude – Joshua Hendricksen
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Altar Candles
Introduction*
As we celebrate Christ the King Sunday today, we recognize that God is
involved in our world. The Bible readings invite and challenge us to live like
Jesus, embodying the hope, riches, and immeasurably great power of God as
we live as the body of Christ in the world serving those who are in need of
love and care in body, mind, and soul.
Call to Worship*
Enter God’s gates with gladness.
Enter God’s courts with praise.
For we are God’s people,
The sheep of God’s pasture.
Serve God with joyful hearts.
Love God by showing justice and mercy.
Enter God’s gates with gladness.
Enter God’s courts with praise.
Confession and Forgiveness (ELWB)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Gathering Hymn “Beautiful Savior” #838
1. Beautiful Savior! King of creation! Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
2.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer; than all the angels in the sky.

4.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine!

Prayer of the Day
O God of power and might,
your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of
your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising
Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the
church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.
15

Since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s
people, this is the reason that 16 I don’t stop giving thanks to God for you
when I remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, will give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation that
makes God known to you. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart will have
enough light to see what is the hope of God’s call, what is the richness of
God’s glorious inheritance among believers, 19 and what is the overwhelming
greatness of God’s power that is working among us believers. This power is
conferred by the energy of God’s powerful strength. 20 God’s power was at
work in Christ when God raised him from the dead and sat him at God’s right
side in the heavens, 21 far above every ruler and authority and power and
angelic power, any power that might be named not only now but in the
future. 22 God put everything under Christ’s feet and made him head of
everything in the church, 23 which is his body. His body, the church, is the
fullness of Christ, who fills everything in every way.
Gospel Acclamation “Voice of Creation” 1
Voice of creation,
open our ears to hear your word.
Source of salvation,
open our hearts to hold your love.
Soul’s inspiration,
open our minds to know your grace.
Three in relation,
transform our lives with your embrace.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how
he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is
truly done for him.
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Text and Music by Dennis Hendricksen, copyright © 2013 Aurora Productions. Used by permission.
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“Now when the Human One comes in his majesty and all his angels are
with him, he will sit on his majestic throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered
in front of him. He will separate them from each other, just as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right side.
But the goats he will put on his left.
34

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will receive
good things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you
before the world began. 35 I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was
thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I
was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of
me. I was in prison and you visited me.’
37

“Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see
you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to
wear? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
40

“Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it
for me.’
41

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who will
receive terrible things. Go into the unending fire that has been prepared for
the devil and his angels. 42 I was hungry and you didn’t give me food to eat. I
was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to drink. 43 I was a stranger and
you didn’t welcome me. I was naked and you didn’t give me clothes to wear.
I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’
44

“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t do anything to help
you?’ 45 Then he will answer, ‘I assure you that when you haven’t done it for
one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.’ 46 And they will go
away into eternal punishment. But the righteous ones will go into eternal
life.”
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
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Hymn “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” #502 (verses 1,3,4,6)
1. The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine forever.
3.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still; thy cross before to guide me.

6.

And so, through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Offering Prayer*
Generous God, we offer these gifts to you as food and drink for a hungry
world; as clothing and shelter for those who are homeless; as kindness and
compassion for those who are most in need of mercy. Transform these gifts,
that they might be your hands and feet in the world. Send us forth as your
people, that we may embody your presence in the world. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving (ELWB, p.206)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
…and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Eucharistic Prayer2
The Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
Communion Blessing
Prayer after communion3
Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.
Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen.
2
3

Eucharistic Prayer I – November, p.73 from With One Voice: Leaders Edition, Augsburg Fortress 1995.
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources#texts
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Closing Hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” #855 (v.1,4,5)
1. Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav’nly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.
4.

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

5.

Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.

Benediction4
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you today and always. Amen.
Commission
Live in peace, inspired by Christ to love and serve!
Thanks be to God.
Postlude – Joshua Hendricksen
Sources:
Bible passages (except where otherwise indicated) from Common English Bible (CEB).
Those parts of this worship service marked with an asterisk (*) are adapted from: The Abingdon
Worship Annual 2020, 2017, 2014 Compilation © 2019, 2016, 2013 Abingdon Press. Used by
permission.
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